Increased resistance of the gonococcus to penicillin is much more common in South-East Asia and the Western Pacific Region of the World Health Organization than in most other areas (Wilcox, 1970) . In Bangkok, it was found that the less sensitive strains (requiring MIC of more than 0 15 unit/ml.) amounted to 48 4 per cent. in 1969, 59 4 per cent. in 1970 (Suvanamalik, 1971) , and 71-9 per cent. in 1971 (Suvanamalik, 1972) .
In the Far East and in South-East Asia, high failure rates in the treatment of gonorrhoea with penicillin have been reported in recent years (Holmes, Johnson, and Floyd, 1967) even after large doses. In Bangkok, there was some deterioration in the results of treatment of uncomplicated gonorrhoea using a routine dosage of single injections of 4 m.u. fortified procaine penicillin, with increase in the failure rate from 12-5 per cent. in 1970 (Panikabutra and Suvanamalik, 1973) to 15 5 per cent. in 1971 (Panikabutra, 1973) .
In December, 1971, a Regional Symposium on the Epidemiology and Control of Venereal Diseases was held in Bangkok under the auspices of the Regional Office for South-East Asia of the World Health Organization and it was decided that the scheduJe of treatment of uncomplicated gonorrhoea should be changed. The new schedule proposed was a combination of probenecid with the same dosage of fortified procaine penicillin. In patients in whom there was known to be sensitization to penicillin, it was suggested that a single injection of 2 g. spectinomycin dihydrochloride should be substituted.
The present study has been undertaken to evaluate the efficacy of these new treatment schedules when used as routine treatment for uncomplicated gonorrhoea in females at the Bangrak Hospital, Bangkok. Material and methods Patients The treatment was given to 513 unselected female patients with uncomplicated gonohrroea attending the clinic in the period January 1, 1972 1, , to February 28, 1973 . All the women were married and were of Thai nationality. The Received for publication September 11, 1974 age distribution is shown in Table I . (Table V) . No side-effects occurred among the patients treated with spectinomycin. Discussion Probenecid impedes the excretion of penicillin from the body and thus produces a higher serum concentration of the drug and prolongs its effect. The Epstein (1959) , about 5 per cent. of patients from United States troops in Inchon, Korea, who attended VD clinics showed hypersensitivity to penicillin. An earlier study (Panikabutra, 1973) showed that 2-4 per cent. of patients attending a VD clinic in Bangkok were sensitized to penicillin and the present study indicates a similar incidence. So even though penicillin is still regarded as the drug of choice in the treatment of gonorrhoea, it is important to have an alternative drug which is equally effective in cases of hypersensitivity to penicillin.
Spectinomycin was the alternative drug used in this study. Comelius and Domescik (1970) In the present study, there was only one failure in 131 cases (0 7 per cent.); this suggests that spectinomycin dihydrochloride is a fully adequate substitute for the remedy of choice.
In these cases gonococci were more frequently found in the cervix than in the urethra as shown in Table V . Involvement of the ano-rectal region is said to occur in over 40 per cent. of females with gonorrhoea (King and Nicol, 1969) . Olsen (1971) reported rectal involvement in 63-7 per cent. of such cases and Reyn and others (1973) 
